
How did we arrive at these streets? 

(aka “Why not another street, a less busy street, 

my street, Zenith, 43rd, 40th, 39th…?” etc) 

We hear this from time to time, and feel it 

important to understand the many considerations 

that led us to pursue the W 44th street and 

Upton/Sheridan project. 

Firstly, we are not excluding any of these 

alternatives… not at all.  Routes on 44th/Upton do 

not exclude or diminish the ability to continue and 

do more bike routes.  In fact, this is a foundation 

to build upon.   We view this as the start, not the 

end, of making a bike-friendly infrastructure that 

works.  Once in place, it will be easier to form 

connections on routes that will improve the 

infrastructure even more.   

   

Initial Considerations: The City’s Bikeways Master Plan and Planned Resurfacing Work 

The City has done a lot of work done to consider what a plan would look like for our area (that map is 

here).  Without federal funding, this “vision” won’t be implemented without the help of a strong 

community like those of Southwest Minneapolis.  There are 81 miles of on-road bike routes in 

Minneapolis, and yet Southwest Minneapolis is largely sparse- zero in Linden Hills and Fulton.  The 

streets of consideration began with what was already envisioned on this Master Plan. 

Planned roadwork provides the opportunity to put a street ‘back together again’ with less cost.  City 

budgets are tight and streets that are being repaved for other reasons are our best opportunity.  One big 

component of a street is the restriping, and bike routes are striped differently than non-bike routes.   

Conversations with the City led them to signal some flexibility: to grind durable markings in to streets 

that have been repaved very recently (within the past two years).   

 

Value Points 

It is important when building bike routes in an area where there are none to carefully look at where this 

‘backbone’ would be best suited, and how it could be built upon in the future.  We looked at important 

value points of the community which included: 

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/www/groups/public/@publicworks/documents/webcontent/wcms1p-081436.pdf


- Places of commerce (business districts) 

- Places of public/common interest (parks, schools) 

- Transit: connectivity to existing bike routes (ex: Lake Calhoun Parkway lanes, parks system trails, 

Edina/Richfield bike routes) 

 

Stakeholder Voices 

Designing urban environments are a challenge that happens everywhere.  Mobility, civic engagement, 

economic development and environmental policy are universal concerns.  Our goal as Southwest Pedal 

Power was to connect as much of this dialogue as possible into the public domain.  There is no one 

expert that can design something that works- rather it is shaped by ordinary citizens, business owners, 

city committees and planners… yes, you.  We feel strongly that additional infrastructure such as bike 

routes are an important part of our future and the ongoing livelihood of Linden Hills.  To that end, we 

need everyone’s help is building it.   

Voices through these efforts included: 

 Local area residents 

 Local area neighborhood organizations (Fulton, Linden Hills, Lynnhurst, Armatage, Edina) 

 Local area businesses 

 Linden Hills Business Association 

 City Council (Betsy Hodges, Ben Hecker) 

 Dept of Public Works Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinators (Shaun Murphy, David Peterson) 

 City Dept of Public Works Resurfacing Project Engineer (Chris Trembeth) 

 Minneapolis Bicycle Advisory Committee 

 Minneapolis Bike Coalition 

 Park Board (Brad Bourne) 

 Linden Hills Power & Light 

 Nice Ride 

 

Additional Considerations: No cost to property owners, No parking removal, potential traffic calming 

Residents of Southwest, through initial straw polling and attendance at City public road meetings, were 

very against an additional assessment for bike route installation.  Thus, this would need to be done in 

alignment with other projects. 

Both residents and business owners of Southwest Minneapolis view removal of parking as detrimental 

to their home/livelihood.  We needed to find a project that would not impact parking, because we 

needed everyone’s support to begin bike routes here. 

One component that is a constant element of living in our urban landscape is traffic.  We know that local 

residents on some streets (particularly Upton Ave S) have been lobbying for ways to achieve traffic 



calming.  Due to the fact that Upton is a Municipal State Aid (MSA) route, elements like more stop signs 

and speed bumps are not considered.  However, bike routes such as this are allowed, and also a proven 

tactic to achieve traffic calming. 

 

Benefits of W 44th Street and Upton/Sheridan as the Backbone (first) Routes in Linden Hills 

Considerations of both W 44th St and Upton/Sheridan: 

 Many cyclists use the street today, and in particular commuters 

 This is an illustration and investment of community dollars into something Linden Hills has 

already demonstrated as a value- green/alternative transit 

 It’s the main arterial road through Linden Hills, while still being predominantly residential (all 

things considered not ‘too arterial’ like France) 

 They are prioritized roads for street sweeping/plowing/maintenance, which also assists cyclists 

and motorists co-existing in adverse weather 

 It brings people to Linden Hills and people in Linden Hills to other value point places 

 The incremental safety by marking this route for motorists and cyclists is unparalleled to any 

other E-W or N-S route in the neighborhood.  People that are uncomfortable as 

motorists/cyclists on Upton will continue to use side streets and alternative routes.  This won’t 

change behavior for that group.  What this does do is make an existing thoroughfare already 

being used by motorists/cyclists incrementally much safer. 

 No Stop sign modification to add confusion post-implementation.  This makes things much safer 

as you begin this type of work in an area that has not had it before. 

 This type of infrastructure building will help to attract other bike amenities such as Nice Ride, in 

a way that use of side streets does not. 

 

Considerations Specific to W 44th: 

 Connects the three Linden Hills business districts in an important way- through transit 

 Connects with Edina’s 44th Street bike route at France Ave (for an additional 1.3 mi that 

connects into Woodale Ave N-S route and others, past Hwy 100) 

 Connects to the grocery store which champions this type of development/transit 

 Connects other independent business owners that are serious about getting staff and customers 

using bikes to their stores (France44, Tommy T’s, Settergrens, Clancey’s, Sebastian Joes) 

 Since resurfacing happened recently, they are still willing to put down the costly durable 

markings in this for a short period of time. 

 

Considerations Specific to Upton/Sheridan: 



 Roadwork on this street will not go as far north-south again for quite some time, so this is a 

unique opportunity to get so much done during a repaving project. 

 Will provide traffic calming, which has been much sought after by the street’s residents in both 

Linden Hills and Fulton  

 Passes through the “downtown” business district, bringing transit through in a safe way 

 Connects with the new playground/park at Beards Plaisance (big parks investment) and 

Minnehaha Creek 

 Connects with the 54th street bike lane in Armatage, and provides easy access to Lake Harriet 

and Lake Calhoun trails 

 

 

Future Considerations 

We looked at everything on the Master Bicycle Plan and evaluated it with the help of city officials and 

committees.  Here are a couple examples of that work.  They remain future opportunities. 

1) Future: Zenith Ave S 

Some residents of Zenith are eager for a bike route.  It is on the Master Plan, they say!  We started 

there, too.  Here are some considerations that evaluated Zenith to not be the first opportunity, but 

certainly a future opportunity, for adding marked routes: 

 Zenith was our first thought, admittedly!  Yet it cannot accommodate a dedicated bike lane 

consistently as a north-south ‘backbone’ as initially thought.  The absence of boulevard 

trees, and parking being less used in the northern parts, made it look far wider than 

anticipated.  This street narrows considerably as it goes south.  It is only 15 inches wider 

than Upton at Zenith’s widest point (and Upton’s narrowest). 

 The Master Plan takes Zenith from Lake Calhoun to 54th street.  This will someday be good, 

with planned Edina roundabouts on 54th street made to assist bikers.  But the current end is 

not really a ‘value point’ in terms of access to connections at this time.   

 The opportunity for Zenith to connect Calhoun riders to LH Park and near Southwest High 

School is seen as positive route potential. 

 Major cost barrier:  The Upton Ave S proposal south of 50th St has a funding mechanism 

from the City that is due to the Penn Ave S reconstruction project of 2013.  Upton is 

considered the commuter alternative (and would connect into Penn/62 to go south on 

Richfield bike route).  With the Penn Ave S bike design removed, it allows for Upton to be 

the funded alternative.  This money could not be used as far west as Zenith. 

 Temporary barrier: 2012 roadwork on Zenith does not go past 44th street.  Thus, we could 

only install a partial route at this time. 

 Minor Cost Barrier: There are traffic diverters on Zenith at 48th and 49th streets.  To 

construct a bike-friendly thoroughfare from the existing diverters today would be a 

considerable cost factor.  The estimated cost of modifying these barriers for a bike route is 

$15k, which for now places it outside of consideration. 

 



2) Potential Future: 43rd Street 

Some residents suggested 43rd St as an East-West thoroughfare. 

 Not part of Master Bike Plan.  But the City of Public Works was willing to consider it, if to 

construct as a bike boulevard.  This has different design guidelines and involves different 

amounts of funding, both at City and neighborhood levels. 

 On the east end, it connects to the business district of 43/Upton.  On the west end, it does not 

have any logical entry into another value point.  The roads to get to the 44/France business area 

or bike route are steep.  It would only serve residents living in that segment of the 

neighborhood unless riders are comfortable taking France Ave S.  Which defeated the purpose 

of this as a less-busy proposal for a ‘backbone’ foundation. 

 This would remove some parking near library and around existing traffic calming circles. 

 To facilitate cyclists being able to use this route without constantly stopping every two blocks, 

stop signs would need to be changed. This would add to motorist confusion and create safety 

issues, at least for some time.  Straw polls showed residents do not want signs changed this way. 

 It is possible that one of the traffic circles would require removal.   

 This was NOT seen favorably by local business owners and would be unreasonable to even ask 

that business owners contribute to a plan such as this.   

 

Have other questions?  Please ask!  Contact us through the website or via Linea at the Southwest Pedal 

Power Hotline number: 612-305-8719. 

 


