
August 15, 2012 

Dear Neighbor, 

I am part of Southwest Pedal Power, and write as part of a resident 

engagement effort to implement bike routes in our community. 

For the past six months, we have volunteered countless hours of time to 

better understand and to see what, if anything, could be done to add marked bike routes in Southwest 

Minneapolis.  Minneapolis has been rated #1 in the country for implementing new routes… and yet bike 

routes are particularly nonexistent around us.  There is a Master Bicycle Plan that was approved by the 

City which contains plans for our area, yet with federal funding gone for these types of projects, our 

chances were slim. 

We started speaking with neighbors, businesses, and City officials.  From these conversations have 

emerged a recommendation that I’ve summarized below.   

The projects we are looking to develop broad support for are: 

- Of NO cost to property owners 

- NOT going to remove ANY parking 

- Show potential to assist local traffic calming efforts 

If we can realize this project in a way that connects businesses, parks, and people better through 44th 

Street and Upton Ave S, we will have started to come together in new ways, to make great things 

happen.  These will be the first official bike routes of Linden Hills, and an installation that will epitomize 

community values. 

What Is Southwest Pedal Power: 

Southwest Pedal Power is a group that looks to connect Southwest Minneapolis communities together 

on better biking.  This means we seek insight locally and serve as a connection point for all kinds of 

stakeholders, in order to prioritize and realize a community designed for people and places.  Particularly 

on the biking front!  We have been working on designs with the City and community to gain some 

efficiencies around existing road projects for 2012. 

 

Upton Ave S Summary: 

The current opportunity before us is to leverage City streetwork already being done on Upton Ave S, and 

install bike “shared road” arrows and signage.  Within the business district, Upton would have a 

dedicated bike lane.  None of this would remove parking.  This would then mean that Upton could 

become a true marked thoroughfare from crosstown to 39th Street, where it would connect into 

existing bike lanes near Lake Calhoun.   

It is already heavily used in this way by cyclists, and would serve to increase the safety for them as well 

as for motorists, by giving bicycles a predictable place to be. 



  

44th Street Summary: 

The additional opportunity we are pursuing is to connect to this proposed Upton bike route using 44th 

street as an east-west route.  This would go from 44th/France Ave South, at the point that the Edina 

existing marked bike route ends, and extend it down 44th Street to Upton.  Potentially, we could add 

road markings to use 42nd St as an additional method of access to the lake trails.   

 

What are we asking you to do? 

- Attend a “dialogue” to learn about these projects and provide input 

- Share what you think with us, and the City! (in person, by email, or post on our website) 

This project won’t get the broad support it needs without your help.  Neighborhood input is the reason 

these projects emerged, and more input will continue to refine them.  If you have thoughts on this, 

please attend one of the “dialogue” opportunities per this flyer or the website.   

We have been presenting at neighborhood sessions, business association sessions, and approaching 

scores of people individually, through National Night Out events and around the neighborhood.   

Below is my personal information- contact me anytime.   

Thank you for all that you do and contribute to our vibrant neighborhood!!  

Best, 

 

 

Linea Palmisano 

“Southwest Pedal Power” 

612-305-8719 

lineapalmisano@gmail.com 

Our website is a good place for information around these projects: http://swpedalpower.wordpress.com 
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